











The Malpas Fallen

Volunteers at Whitchurch Heritage Centre have found the following information about the World
War Two men who gave their lives to keep us safe.

David Frederick Allcroft

Died at sea on 2 October 1942, aged 32, one of the 338 men drowned when the light cruiser HMS
Curacoa sank after being sliced by ocean liner RMS Queen Mary whilst on convoy escort duty.
The son of William David and Mary Ann (Daisy) Allcroft.

His parents were farming at The Cedars

William Sydney Alman
Killed in action in Sicily 14 July 1943, aged 24, four days after the Allied Landings.
William's father and grandfather both came from Malpas.

William John Lawrence Armitstead

Died in India from a snake bite on 20 March 1944, aged 34.

Born in 1909 in Malpas, the son of the Rev Lawrence and Mrs Mary Elizabeth Armitstead.
His father was Rector of Malpas (1904 - 1935)

James Bickley

Killed in action in Normandy on 2 August 1944, aged 25.
Born in 1918 in Malpas, the son of Charles & Ellen Bickley.
The family were living in Wrexham Road in 1939.

Geoffrey Brereton

Died on active service 9 March 1942, aged 27.

Buried in Malpas Cemetery.

It is most likely that he was piloting Hurricane fighter P3739 which dived into the ground in
Norfolk having returned from a mission over France.

The son of Harold & Jane Brereton. The family were living in Hampton Green in 1939.

Michael Percy Done

Killed in action in Normandy on D-Day on his 20th birthday (6 June 1944) when 156,000 Allied
troops landed in France.

Born in Malpas in 1924, the son of Percy Edward & Dorothy Mary Done. The family were living at
Higher House, Edge Lane in 1939.

Thomas Henry Finchett

Died of pneumonia in Burma on 12 April 1945, aged 29.

The son of Charles & Sarah Finchett. Husband of Dorothy R and father to Dorothy E.
Thomas was living in Sunnyside at the time of his death.
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Alexander Henry Hall

Died off Denmark’s coast on 24 April 1944, aged 27.

He was the pilot of Halifax bomber HAL HX151 which crashed into the sea, whilst on a minelaying
operation.

The son of James & Harriett Mary Hall. Husband of Ursula Eileen. The family were living in Post
Office Lane, Hampton in 1939.

Harry Hewitt

Died in the UK on 14 September 1944, aged 36. Buried in St. Winifrede Churchyard, Bickley.
Born in 1908 in Bickley, the son of Henry & Margaret Hewitt. Husband of Rhoda and father of
Barbara. The family were living in Sunnyside in 1939 and Croxton Green, Cholmondeley at the
time of his death.

John Hughes *

Died at sea 29 October 1942, aged 25.

His ship, SS Bullmouth was torpedoed by German submarine U-659 and sunk off the coast of
Madeira.

The son of John & Elizabeth Hughes. He was living at 14 Sunnyside at the time of his death.

Jack Huxley

Died at Military Hospital, Shaftesbury, Dorset on 20 April 1944, aged 34, from wounds sustained
in North Africa.

Buried in Malpas Cemetery.

Born in 1909 in Malpas, the son of John & Jane Huxley. Husband of Ena May.

The family lived at The Post Office, Hampton in 1939.

John Kilby Jones

Killed in action off Norway’s coast on 21 February 1945, aged 22.

He was a member of the crew of Halifax Il bomber JP173 which crashed into the sea whilst
attacking German shipping.

The son of Richard Kilby & Annie C Jones. The family lived in Edge in 1945.

Thomas Hartley Kemp

Killed in action in Normandy 22 July 1944, aged 33.

The son of Thomas Hartley & Catherine Beatrice Kemp. Husband of Nesta Elleanor and father to
Andrea. The family lived at Oathills.

Samuel Thomas Mullock
Died in an accident in Italy 20 November 1944, aged 32.
The son of John & Margaret Ann Mullock. Husband of Florence. He lived in Malpas.

Albert George Nevitt

Killed in action in Normandy 11 June 1944, aged 32.

Born in 1912 in Malpas, the son of Frederick & Martha Nevitt. Husband of Bessie and father to
John. The family lived in Ebnal Bank, Hampton in 1939.
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Roger Carrington Okell

Died of wounds in Israel 18 October 1942, aged 21.

The son of The Venerable Frank Jackson Okell & Gertrude Emily Carrington Okell. His father was
Rector of Malpas (1936-1944) and the family lived in the Lower Rectory, Church Street.

Leonard James Passey

Accidentally drowned off Galle, Sri Lanka on 15 December 1946, aged 20.

Born in 1926 in Threapwood, the son of Leonard J & Elsie M Passey. The family lived at the
Chorlton Lane Shop, Chorlton.

Frank Lewis Rowlands

Killed in action at sea 2 March 1944, aged 24.

Frank was on board HMS LST (Landing Ship Tank) 362 when it was torpedoed by German
submarine U-744 southwest coast of Ireland.

Born in 1919 in Malpas, the son of Walter & Ellen Rowlands of Oldcastle.

Frank was living at Chorlton Lane Shop, Chorlton in 1939.

George Edward Turtle

Died in India on 23 November 1942, aged 31.

Born in 1911 in Malpas, the son of Joseph & May Turtle.
The family lived at The Villa, High Street in 1939.

Bernard Young

He was involved in a road accident whilst on leave in the UK in January 1940, but died on 7 May
1941, aged 23, in the Liverpool Blitz, during the heaviest week of bombing.

The son of John & Annie Young who lived in Higher Wych.

*Note
These are the 19 men named on the Malpas War Memorial together with John Hughes, whom
the recent research has established needs to be added.
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The Forgotten Few

VE DAY

Y

— 2025

Research for both the Malpas VE80 and “Malpas 100 Years On” projects has identified a number
of Malpas men whose deaths appear not to have been recorded on any UK War Memorial. It

is the Committee’s intention to use any proceeds resulting from the 2018 and 2025 events to
honour them because their sacrifice should never be forgotten.

Lest We Forget

1945 LEST WE FORGET 2025

It is intended to publish the information contained in this souvenir prgramme on the Malpas
Community Website at:
https://www.malpascheshire.org/historic-archive.html

For more information on the fallen soldiers follow this link:
www.whitchurch-heritage.co.uk/projects/malpas-world-war-2-the-fallen/

Information correct at the time of publication. However, If you have any additional details about

the men who died, or those who survived, and their families, please add the detail to our archives
by e-mailing editor@malpascheshire.org or telephoning Chris on 01948 860333.
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