BRINGING THE PAST TO LIFE

MILITARY ARTEFACTS
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Early

LEST WE FORGET

hints of the

struggle ahead

Almost 50 men from
Malpas were serving in
His Majesty's Forces by
November 1914.

Many returned four years
later but three of them
were among the earliest
fatalities of the conflict.

George Allman of Cross
o'th Hill was killed in
action, aged 28, at the
first Battle of Mons in
Belgium in August, only
20 days after the British
declaration of war.

He had enlisted originally
in 1904 and in 1914 was
recalled from the
reserves.

Malpas-born Sydney
Barlow (29) was killed
in action in France, in the
first Battle of Ypres, in
October 1914, He had
oined-up in 1907 and

served in India for five from Cuddington.

years.
He died while in

command of a volunteer
force of British settlers
formed to repel the
German invasion of
Tanzania.

And his death was
followed days later, in
November, by that of
Boer War veteran Hugh
Sandbach, aged 36

Reward for their service thwarted

Another three men who were involved in the early stages
of the conflict did not survive to its end.

Douglas Wolley Dod of Edge Hall was already serving
by October 1914 but was killed in action, aged 18, in

France in September 1915.

James Crump, who was born in Hampton, arrived on
the Western Front in November 1914 and was there until
October 1918, when he was killed in action.

And Patrick Gavin of Church Street (or Patrick Gavien in
some records) disembarked on the continent with the
British Expeditionary Force in June 1914. He died, at a
still unknown location, shortly before the Armistice was

signed.
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LEST WE FORGET

BROTHERS
IN ARMS

John Evans died of his
wounds in France in April
1916 - only 11 months
after his 29 year old
younger brother had
suffered the same fate.

The 32 year old from
Higher Wych volunteered
in 1915 but James
Evans had enlisted in
1905 and was sent to the
Western Front at the
outbreak of war. He died
in May 1915,

Another five pairs of
brothers are named on
the Malpas War
Memorial.

Joseph Stevenson (21)
was killed in action in
France in October 1915
while Edward
Stevenson (33) died in
_Egypt in October 1917

from malaria. Both were
born in Oldcastle.

Thomas Boycott (22)
was killed in action in
France in the first month
of the Battle of the
Somme in July 1916.
George Boycott (20),
drowned in September
1919 while bathing in the
Pembroke docks. They
were born when William
and Elizabeth Boycott
lived in Old Hall Street.

Jack Glover served two
years in France before he
died, aged 26, in the
final days of the Battle of
the Somme in October
1916. And 24 year old
George Glover, who
had gone to the Western
Front in 1914, was killed
in action in Belgium in
May 1918.

Their parents lived in
Cuddington Heath.

Another mother who
outlived two of her sons
was Mary Williamson of
High Street. Richard
Williamson (26), having
survived the Gallipoli
campaign, was killed in
action in Iraq days before
Christmas 1916. His
younger brother, 22 year
old George Williamson,
was killed in action in
Greece in September
1918.

Both sons of John and
Elizabeth Fleet of Church
Street are listed among
the Malpas dead. Edgar
Fleet (23) was killed in
April 1917 and, 25 year
old Wilfred Fleet, died
in May 1920. He is buried
in Malpas Cemetery.
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Reverend Frank Jackson Okell, Territorial Chaokain, &t ¢

(equivalent Rank Army Major), attending Reyal Field

jarold Bibby DSO, 277th Brigade, ‘A’ Battery,
Royal Field Artlllery.

I HOUR, 117
TENO OF THE

Sir Arthur Bibby started the War in Lancashire Batteries, and though
embodied in August 1914, did not go to France until October 1915,
when they were attached to the 2nd Canadian Division. They were
Invalved in various actions Including the Battle of the Somme and the
To: All unsund

Messages and Sigr

Battle of Ypres (Passchendaele)
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LEST WE FORGET

More than just
a name...

Some of the possessions of
Wilfred Birchall are still kept
in his family after a century.

His work at Old Hall Farm
meant he was in a 'Reserved
Occupation' but a sense of duty
prompted him to volunteer.

He joined the Gloucestershire
Regiment which went to

Sidney Allen
was killed in
Flanders - as a
stretcher-bearer
carrying wounded
comrades.

It happened in
February 1916 to
the 20 year old
from Cross o'th’
Hill. He was a
farm worker at
Low Cross Hill
when he joined-
" up in September
1914,

France in March 1916 and his
death occurred two years later
when it suffered heavy losses
in the final German offensive
of the war.

He was shot in the stomach
and died from the wounds,
leaving his wife Alice, their 12
year old son John and
daughter Lucretia, aged 10.

This is how the news of
the death of John
Mercer was reported.

His wife, the former
Lillian Lathom whose
family had a draper's
business at The Cross,
was widowed after only
15 months.

The couple had married
at St Oswald's in
November 1915 and
moved to Sandbach for
him to begin a new job.




Belt taken from the body of a
dead German soldier. When
found he was discovered to be

unarmed and had been

attempting to surrender.
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LEST WE FORGET

They died
IN vain

The notorious Battle of
the Somme in 1916 took
the lives of no fewer than
eight Malpas men - and
tragically contributed
little to ending the war.

The five month offensive
began with huge losses
on July 1. Among them
was Arthur Phillips,
aged 35, from Edge who
had joined the King's

Among the bravest
of the brave

Joseph Groom joined the Army before the
declaration of war and survived the Western Front,
and service in German East Africa and West Africa.

But he died on holiday in Wales in April 1919 within
hours of developing a virulent form of malaria
contracted in Africa.

His bravery in August 1915 earned him the
Distinguished Conduct Medal for conspicuous
gallantry despite being wounded himself.

He had spent his childhood in Wigland and was only
23 when he died.

“. h‘k

Liverpool Regiment.

The others to be lost
included James Gaughan
who died, aged 32, of his
wounds on July 15.

Both he and 18 year old
John Powell of Hampton,
who was killed in action on
August 24, were serving
with the King's Shropshire
Light Infantry.

Four days later Malpas-
born John Richardson
(23), of the York and
Lancaster Regiment, was
killed in action.

And 25 year old Alfred
Walley, a baker in
Malpas, was killed in
action with the Rifle
Brigade on November 14,
in the last week of the
battle.
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LEST WE FORGET

They came
from afar...

There is an American by birth among the 58 names.
But the parents of Thomas Jones moved to
Shrewsbury when he was young and he joined the
Royal Navy in 1908.

... and fell
in foreign
fields

The majority of men on
the Malpas War Memorial
failed to return from
France.

He was involved in the successful Battle of the
Falklands in December 1914 and, in February 1915, the
ill-fated Gallipoli campaign. He served until April 1919
when he died in Scotland, aged 28, from pneumonia.

He had married Keziah Ince of Church Street in 1915
and is buried in Malpas Cemetery.

Frederic Wolley Dod from Edge emigrated to Canada
in 1893 and became known for his expertise on
butterflies and moths.

But four died in Belgium
and another eight
elsewhere overseas.

Despite his age he returned in 1917 with the intention
of enlisting and was sent to Turkey. He died from
typhoid in July 1919, aged 47, on his way home.

Among them was Frank
Leek of Cuddington who
was killed in action, aged
23, in Palestine a week
before Christmas 1917.

Archibald McIntrye lived in Malpas until he emigrated
to Australia in 1910 but enlisted with the Australian
Imperial Force.

And 38 year old Samuel
Marsh of Church Street
died in Greece in March

1918 from malaria.

Arriving on the Western Front in November 1917, the

30 year old was killed in action in France in July 191 ',



The Bolling was
opened as a voluntary
Red Cross hospital in
January 1915,
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This event resulted in
over £400 being
handed over to Red
Cross funds — the
equivalent of almost

£40,000 in today’s
money.
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Every family with a
son named on the
Malpas War
Memorial was given a
framed photo of the
monument.
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LEST WE FORGET

MYSTERY OF
11 NAMES

Men with local connections
are not named on the
Malpas War Memorial - and
have not been found on
any UK civic listing.

It is not known why this
happened.

They include Lawrence
Lewis, yet another victim
of the Battle of the Somme
in July 1916, who was
killed by shrapnel. There is
a plaque to his father,
Joseph, inside the Jubilee
Hall entrance.

Tushingham-born John
Roberts was a policeman
before enlisting. He died,
aged 32, at Ypres in
Belgium in November
1914,

The father and step-
mother of Philip Arthur
Fox (27) lived in Malpas.
The farm labourer died in
Belgium in June 1917.

Malpas-born Alfred
Ridgway died, aged 27,
on the first day of the
Battle of Passchendaele in
Belgium in October 1917.

Percy Chapman came to
The Bolling in March 1915

after being injured at
Ypres. Then in July 1917,
at St Oswald's, he
married Maud Mould of
Kidnal House. He died in
France in March 1918.

The family of Ernest
Oswald Jones moved
from Oldcastle to
Warrington after his
birth. He died, aged 27,
in England in June 1918.

Annie Dutton lived at
Kidnal when she married
George Mackay. Almost
a year before, in October
1914, he had enlisted in

the Royal Flying Corps.
The 29 year old was
serving in Iraq in August
1918 when he died of his
wounds.

Ernest Holland was born
in Malpas before his
family moved to New
Ferry. He died, aged 38,
in France in August 1918.

And Charles Vickers
(28), of the South
Lancashire Regiment died
in October 1918, shortly
after his wife and their
two young children. The
family lived in Bickerton.

Two of the 11 men were buried in Malpas Cemetery.

Robert Stewart died at The Bolling, aged 36, in May
1915 after being wounded at Ypres in Belgium. He was
a Scotsman who had emigrated to Australia where he
married, but returned to England to enlist.

Wilfred Simon Hopley (24) of Cross o'th' Hill died in
October 1918. He had enlisted with the Reserve Cavalry
Regiment in March 1916 but was discharged as
medically unfit, without seeing active service overseas.




Wilfred Fleet

Born in Malpas, Cheshire in 1894 (ba

, ptised 19th August 189¢ S
John and Elizabeth Fleet of Church Street, Malpas,‘ éLllwze[sm'veJ)HTsebm”c? bfolxl;'m
Fleet (nee Roberts) (married in 1919). : i

The 1911 Census shows Wilfred as an a C

pprentice joiner; h r
union in 1914 with seven years at trade. 1 SERCEREE
Wilfred died from heart trouble arising from rheumatism suffered in the army

Wilfred's older brother Edgar also lost his life in the Great War.

Military Details

Regiment : 1st Army Workshop Company No. 8 Royal Engineers, formerly King's
Shropshire Light Infantry (19755)

Rank : 2nd Corporal

Service Number : 251785

Died of illness; United Kingdom 10 May 1920 Aged 25




Alfred Walley

Born in Shrewsbury, Shropshire in 1891, the secon
' , son of James and M
Walley of 42 New Park Road, Castlefields, Shrewsfury' Shropshire. ary Ann

Husband to Alice Louie Walley (nee Bowdler) (marri
ied 4t
Road, Congleton, Cheshire. 4 Bl

The 1911 Census shows him as a baker. The Malpas Deanery Magazine for
January 1917, reporting his death, mentions that he worked for Mrs Williams of
Church Street, Malpas. Mrs Williams was probably the grocer in Market House

and the Williams family also had a bakery there.

Military History
Regiment : 13th Battalion Rifle Brigade

Rank : Sergeant
Service Number : S/11198

Killed in action; France 14 November 1916 Aged 25
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